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Spring Training 2018
day plans with you now in hopes that you’ll
sign up to volunteer for a day or more. We’re
hoping for a couple people on Land Support
each day. Land support is all about being that
friendly face on land that ensures folks have a
great time each day. Handing out water,
oﬀering sun block, answering questions, and
generally being around to help with the little
things is the core of the role. I’ll be there the
first few days, and we’ve already got a few
folks interested in helping, so likely those who
sign up will have fun and good company. If
you’re interested, please send me a note with
your availability and any questions. I’ll look
forward to talking more about it with you at
our Spring Training.

“Commodore’s Corner”
Don’t look now, but we’re only a month away
from NCSP Spring Training weekend! With the
snow starting to melt faster, and rain forecast
for more days up ahead, the rivers are running
cold and quick. I can’t wait to get out there
again with all of you.
As oﬃcers, we’ve been working steadily
behind the scenes this oﬀ season. The
training is well-planned and set to run, as are
the many details that go into a quality
refresher. I’m excited to share that you’ll soon
get first glimpse at our new first aid kits, each
in their own dry case, which will go out with
each patrol this season. What started as an
excellent suggestion from one of our
members, has now been reviewed by EMT’s
and our oﬃcers, and become a reality thanks
to the generosity of the National Park Service.
Please be sure to thank Ingrid Peterec, the
next time you see her.
This summer, the Delaware Sojourn (http://
www.riversojourn.com/) is scheduled for June
15-23, and we hope you’ll join in for part or all
of the week. Each year we ask for your help
with Land Support, and I’m sharing the

See you on the river!
Marc Magnus-Sharpe
Commodore, NCSP
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The boat-based rescue station will require boats,
so bring yours, if you have one.

How to renew membership for 2018
and register for Spring Training

See map on page 6 for locations of the wet
stations. Participants should be expected to be in
the water for extended periods of time. Dry
stations will be located in the lower field or near
the command tent.

Our annual training weekend will be held May 4-6
at Luke’s Landing, 3854 State Route 97, Barryville,
NY, on the Upper Delaware River.
We encourage you to register online at the NCSP
website. Look under the Join or Renew NCSP
Membership at the top of the right column of items
on the homepage.

This year’s classes are:

Dry station classes:
New Members:
▪
Policies/Procedures/Interaction
with EMS & NPS
▪
Introduction to Throw Bags
▪
Basic River Knots

Also print out the Waiver and Statement of
Individual Responsibility form, which is at the
end of the newsletter, to bring with you to training
weekend.
Please be reminded that yearly dues are $30 per
person or $60 per family, unless you are a secondyear member and paid for two years. Part of this
cost will provide for lunch on Saturday during
training weekend. You can pay when registering
for training or online.

Regular Members:
▪
River First Aid; Contact Rescue
▪
Patrol & Scene Management
Roundtable
▪
Anchor Points & Z-Drag

-Chuck Haupt, Secretary

Wet station classes:

2018 NCSP Spring Dinner

Shohola Rapids:
▪
Self Rescue / Combat Swimming
▪
Boat Un-Pinning
▪
Rescue Vest / Advanced Throw Bag

The spring dinner again will be at the Lackawaxen
Fire House, located on RT 590, behind the Zane
Gray boating access parking lot. This venue will
allow us to be together in one room, with the same
great food catered by Konrad Kitchen. Remember
to BYOB.

Cedar Rapids:
▪
Advanced Scenario
▪
Snag Tag & Foot Entrapment

Saturday, May 5, 2017
TIME: 6:30 p.m. (Serving)
PRICE: $25 per person
PLACE: Lackawaxen Fire House

Lukes Landing:
▪
Boat-Based Rescue

Register and pay online for the dinner here.

Training staff, please note that there will be a
training staff meeting at 7:30am on Saturday and
Sunday. The daily briefing for all participants is at
8:00am, both Saturday and Sunday mornings.

-Larry Palmer, Vice-Commodore

Spring Training Notes

I am looking forward to seeing everybody in May
for another great training year!

Required Equipment: To participate in any waterbased training station, all involved must wear a
serviceable, properly fitting life preserver (PFD)
and helmet. Some classes will require a throw bag
and paddle. In addition, students must be wearing
appropriate cold-water clothing and equipment. A
limited amount of equipment will be available, and
wet suits may be rented from KC Canoes.

Peter Van Slyke,
NCSP Training Director
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Raft Training

prusiks, several locking carabiners, paddles, and
gear for overnight camping.

Do you know how to maneuver, to instruct rafters
to get off of a rock, to unpin a raft? Do you know
the easiest way to flip a raft back over? If not, join
Bill Walters for raft training. NCSP has a raft to
use during high-water events. The Command
Center will have a signup sheet at training with two
dates, one in May and one in July. Details to
come.

Patrol- NCSP conducts stationary and moving
patrols. An example of a stationary patrol might be
an area called Skinner’s Falls where the team
remains on site the entire patrol. A moving patrol
moves from one section of the river to another.
NCSP is assigned a section of the Upper
Delaware from Skinner’s Falls to Matamoras, PA.
A daily patrol lasts six hours.

CPR / AED / First Aid Training

Camping- NCSP has two campsites available free
of charge for members: Kittatinny, Barryville site
511 and Sylvania Tree Farm. Both campsites have
restrooms with shower facilities.

Still need your CPR/AED First Aid training? Each
NCSP member must maintain their certification.
Please remember to bring your cards to
training weekend in order to receive your
NCSP ID card and to continue patrolling.

Meals- Bring lunch for patrol and join members at
a variety of restaurants for breakfast and dinner or
cook your meals at the campsites.

Still need to get your certifications?

Medical certifications- Adult CPR and basic first
aid required

• American Heart Association… If you are
interested in their Heartsaver First Aid CPR AED
class to to www.onlineaha.org/courses# and
please contact Joe Bennett at bennett@ptd.net.
He will be offering the hands-on skills practice
session and skills test, needed to complete the
course on Sunday of training weekend.

Skill- Level-two paddling skill is suggested. You
will be assigned a mentor by Lorraine Poston,
our new member liaison. You must patrol with your
mentor or another active member the first year of
membership.

Dick Rhodes fund

• American Red Cross…use this link to find a
class near you: www.redcross.org/take-a-class/
program-highlights/first-aid

Dear Paddling Friend,
It has been several years since Dick Rhodes
passed away after battling cancer. He dedicated
much of his life to paddling and volunteering to
keep visitors on the Delaware River safe.
Countless lives were touched by Dick in his 33
years of river service as a founding member of the
National Canoe Safety Patrol.

• The National Park Service will hold Wilderness
First Aid and CPR classes in May. Anyone from
NCSP is welcome to attend this training free of
charge. The training for CPR will be Tuesday,
May 15th, and the 2-day Wilderness First Aid
will be held Tuesday, May 22nd and
Wednesday, May 23rd. All classes will be held
from 8:30am - 5:00pm at Park Headquarters,
274 River Road, Beach Lake, PA 18405

Dick was part of the organization's heart and soul,
and his great sense of humor will always be
greatly missed. Dick worked closely with the
National Park Service, spent countless hours
mentoring NCSP members, served on the
Delaware River Sojourn steering committee, and
continued to build the organization through his
leadership.
His long-term eﬀorts to protect the Lackawaxen
resulted in protecting the river access for all
boaters, and he was also a key member of the
Save the Delaware coalition for over 45 years!

To reserve a spot, contact Ingrid Peterec at
ingrid_peterec@nps.gov

New Members: What you need to
know for patrolling
Gear for Patrols- You need either a kayak or
canoe, lifejacket, helmet, medical kit, throw bag,

!3

In his honor, the Richard Rhodes River Rescue
Scholarship Fund has been established to help
young students join the canoe safety patrol by
funding their purchase of equipment, life jackets,
etc. so they too may give back to the Delaware
River and its visitors through volunteerism.

b. The right to participate in meetings and
appropriate training opportunities.
c. The right to serve actively on assigned
patrols as consistent with the member’s x
level of training and ability.
d. The right to wear NCSP emblems, insignia
and uniform.
e. The right to utilize lodging and/or campsites
provided by the NPS when available and in
accordance to NCSP/NPS regulations and
restrictions.

Many of you will be attending training weekend in
May, and I am asking you to consider recycling
by donating a slightly used PFD, wetsuit, boat,
rescue gear, paddling jacket or other item that you
may have grown out of or tired with...but will
benefit a new member of the NCSP. Those items
that don’t fit a specific student member will be
sold at a nominal cost to any interested
supporters in order to raise money for providing a
scholarship to new young members who are the
lifeblood of this great organization.

5.

a. Active membership, shall be open to all
persons 18 years of age, or older who have
successfully competed the requirements of the
probationary membership and have remained
in good standing. (see article XII)

Please check your garages and basements.
Thank you,
Joe Bennett 610-390-2501

b. Junior membership, shall be open to those
persons under 18 years of age, who are
sponsored, and directly supervised by an
active member who is so authorized by a
parent or guardian. Junior members will
generally be restricted to support functions,
and shall never be exposed to conditions
beyond their skill level.

Bylaws
In this new feature, we’ll showcase our NCSP
bylaws in each newsletter. It is important that
members get to know the principles that guide the
organization. The board regularly reviews the
bylaws and approves changes to be voted on by
the membership. This month we are featuring the
Membership Article, including the categories of
membership:

c. Honorary membership, shall be open to
persons whose affiliation will promote the
good of the organization. Such membership
will be by majority vote of the Executive
Board. Honorary membership will not require
payment of dues. Honorary members shall not
have the right to vote or hold office. Other
rights and privileges shall be at the discretion
of the Executive Board. Honorary
membership shall expire at the end of each
calendar year, and may be renewed at the
pleasure of the Executive Board.

Article IV– Membership

1.

Membership shall be open to all persons
regardless of Race, Creed, Color, Gender, or
National Origin who are in accordance with
the purposes of the NCSP, and who agree to
abide by the rules of membership.

2.

It shall be NCSP policy to develop paddling
and rescue skills in our membership rather
than to solicit only candidates who have the
river skills required to carry out our purposes.

3.

Membership is for one calendar year duration.

4.

Membership privileges include:
a. The right to vote and hold office is
restricted to Active Members in good
standing.

Membership categories shall be as follows:

d. Reserve membership, shall be available to
those members who have completed at least
one year of Active membership in good
standing, and who wish to remain affiliated
with the NCSP, but who are unable to meet
the training, and/or service standards required
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to remain an Active member in good standing.
(see article XII) Such persons shall be
expected to continue dues payment and
continue to have all privileges of membership,
save that they may not hold office, or vote,
and that their public service may be limited to
a support role at the discretion of the
Commodore.

8.

Written requests for a leave of absence will be
honored. Obligations and privileges of
members on leave will be suspended until
their return to Active or Reserve status. A
request to return to Active or Reserve status
must be in writing, and be accompanied by
dues payment for the full year for which
return is requested.

e. Probationary membership, shall be open to
all persons 18 years of age or older who are
joining the NCSP for the first time or
reinstating an inactive membership. Members
shall remain as probationary until such
member has successfully completed a training
weekend and have completed at least 4 patrols
days supervised by designated veteran
members. Probationary members have all
rights and privileges of an active members
except they may not patrol without a
designated veteran member, may not hold
office, and hold no vote at any meeting or
election. Once a probationary member has
completed the minimum x x requirements
defined by the training committee and the
board of directors, will they be promoted to
Active Member. This Active Membership may
be revoked if the member fails to attend the
following two annual training session.

9.

Written request for military leave will be
honored as a special case. Members on
military leave will be granted Active or
Reserve status dependent upon their training
and service status. Such status will not require
payment of dues for any year in which the
duration of active service with the Armed
Forces of the United States exceeds six
months.

10.

All members on Leave of Absence will be
retained on the mailing list, and shall receive
all newsletters, but not ballots, for the balance
of the calendar year in which they apply for a
Leave of Absence. At the beginning of each
subsequent year, they will be billed for the
estimated cost of postage and handling of such
newsletters, and may thus remain on the
newsletter mailing list by payment of such
costs.

f. Axillary membership, shall be available to
those members who wish to be affiliated with
the NCSP, but who are unable to meet the
training, and/or service standards required to
remain an Active member in good standing.
(see article XII) Such persons shall be
expected to continue dues payment and
continue to x x have all privileges of
membership, save that they may not hold
office, or vote, and that their public service
may be limited to a support role at the
discretion of the Commodore.
6.

7.

2018 NCSP OFFICERS
Commodore: Marc Magnus-Sharpe
msmagnus@yahoo.com
646-265-7898
Vice Commodore: Larry Palmer
lpalmer@wecast.com
570-956-4631
Treasurer: Jim Schulte
schultejim@msn.com
215-802-1974

Those whose Active membership is not
maintained in good standing will be classified
as reserve members upon payment of annual
dues.

Secretary: Chuck Haupt
chaupt@me.com
607-785-4054 / 607-744-1538
Training Director:
New Member Liaison:

Responsibilities of an Active Member in good
standing shall be established by the Executive
Board. (See Appendix 1)
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Peter Van Slyke
Lorraine Poston

2018 Spring Training Schedule
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Spring Training Maps
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Waiver and Statement of Individual Responsibility

National Canoe Safety Patrol

Office Use Only

Standard Registration Form, Waiver and

Photo ________
Dues _________
Dinner-qty_____

!

Statement of Individual Responsibility

•

Member Name: _________________________________________DATE of BIRTH: _____________

•

Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________

•

City: ____________________________________________ ST_________ Zip _________________

•

Primary phone: _______________________________________Type: (Home, Work, Cell, Other)__________

•

Alternate Phone: ______________________________________Type: (Home, Work, Cell, Other)__________

•
•
•

Email Address: _________________________________________________________
Share contact information with other members?
YES NO (indicate one only / Required)
I prefer to receive Newsletter via:
EMAIL
USPS
(USPS-only if you don’t have email)

•

Emergency Contact:
o Relationship to member:___________________________________________________
o

•

!
!

!

Phone: _________________________________________________________________

First Aid/ CPR and other certifications: (Please provide Course name, Location, and Date or copy of certificate)
o

Latest First Aid Certification: _________________________________________________

o

Latest CPR Certification: ____________________________________________________

o

Additional Rescue Certifications: _____________________________________________
STATEMENT OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY AND WAIVER

I, _________________________________, desiring to join my fellow paddlers in the National Canoe Safety Patrol,
do hereby declare that I fully understand and accept the following:
1.

Canoeing, kayaking, or rafting, particularly in rescue situations, are inherently dangerous activities.

2.

No one but myself is responsible for my safety when I choose to challenge my capabilities by assisting in a river
rescue or training event.

3.

I expect to assist my fellow paddlers to the best of my own personal skill and ability if they appear to need such
assistance but only so long as I can do so, in my own judgment, without significant danger to myself. I further
understand that this does not imply any legal duty for me to do so, nor for anyone else to render such assistance
to me.

4.

The intention and purpose of this waiver is applicable to all National Canoe Safety Patrol Activities.

NOW THEREFORE, INTENDING TO BE LEGALLY BOUND, I HEREBY WAIVE, for myself and for anyone else claiming
through me, my right to sue the National Canoe Safety Patrol, its officers, trip coordinators, instructional staff, members, or
leaders, or any of my fellow paddlers, for any injuries to my person or my equipment which may occur during, in
preparation for, or in transit to or from a National Canoe Safety Patrol activity. This waiver applies to any negligent act or
omission, and to any intentional act intended to promote my safety or wellbeing.

!

This waiver is given in the interest of permitting the National Canoe Safety Patrol to exist and to serve the paddling
community, and to enable myself and my fellow paddlers to feel free to donate their services to improving the sport and to
help in training those less skilled than ourselves without fear of liability.

!
!!

MY WAIVER IS GIVEN IN EXCHANGE FOR SIMILAR WAIVERS TO BE GRANTED ON MY BEHALF BY OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL CANOE SAFETY PATROL.
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SIGNED, this _____ day of ____________, 20____ Signature___________________________________________
Statement of Individual Responsibility LONG 01/2017

